
Environmental Laws and Regulations 

 

 

 The manner in which I infused sustainability into my Environmental Laws and Regulations course 

in the fall of 2006 was rather simple.  This is part of a two-semester sequence.  The first half is comprised 

of a discussion of the existing body of statutory and administrative law in the areas or air and water 

pollution; solid waste disposal and land use; and nuclear power.  It also addresses major judicial decisions 

in these areas.  The second half is comprised of a discussion of the policy-making process:  how polices are 

formulated; the manner in which they move through the legislative and administrative process; how they 

are implemented; and how they are evaluated. 

 The evaluation for the fall course was based on 1000 points.  Four hundred of these points were 

derived from four written “sustainability exercises.”  Each of the exercises, approximately three double-

spaced typewritten pages, was designed to relate course content to the issue of sustainability.  The first was 

an analysis of Garrett Hardin’s classic article, The Tragedy of the Commons.  The second related 

sustainability to issues of either air or water pollution.  The third related sustainability to nuclear power.  

The final assignment said the students could travel in a time machine to 2050 and visit three locations.  It 

asked where they would go and what they would expect to find.   

 

Environmental Laws and Regulations       TR  10 – 11:30,  1  -  3 

Fall, 2006                    and by appointment 

Champney                    OHara 408,  

        champney@scranton.edu 

lenchampney@yahoo.com 

 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS:  Nancy Kubasik and Gary Silverman, Environmental 

     Law. Fifth Edition.  (KS) 

 

    Howard Ernst, Chesapeake Bay Blues.  2003.  (E) 

 

    Pete Domenici, A Brighter Tomorrow.  2004.  (D) 

   

    Hand-outs are routinely distributed in class.  These, too, 

    are required reading. 

 

 

EVALUATION:  Four exams are worth 600 points 

mailto:lenchampney@yahoo.com
mailto:lenchampney@yahoo.com


    Sept. 27, Oct. 25, Nov. 15, day of “final”     

                                              All make-up exams are given the week of finals and  

         they are much more difficult than the regularly 

                                              scheduled exams 

                                          

Four “sustainability exercises” are worth 400 points 

    Sept. 20, Oct. 11, Nov. 8, Dec. 6              

          Late exercises are automatically penalized 20 points                                          

 

      

THE QUANTITATIVE OPTION: students who have taken Research Methods in 

Political Science may write a quantitative research paper related to issues of 

sustainability, in lieu of the 4 papers.   
  

 
930 – 1000   A 

900 -   929   A- 

880 -   899   B+ 

830 -   879   B 

800 -   829   B- 

780 -   799   C+ 
730 -   779   C 

700 -   729   C- 

680 -   699   D+ 

600 -   679   D 

 

 

 

WEEKS 1 AND 2:  WHY GOVERNMENT? 

 

the free market and public goods 

ideology 

 

http://www.garretthardinsociety.org/articles/art_tragedy_of_the_commons.html 

(KS)  Chapter 4 

(E)     Introduction, Chapters 1 and 2 

 

 

WEEKS 3 AND 4:  THE SOURCES AND VARIETIES OF LAW 

 

the separation of powers, and federalism 

criminal, civil, and public law 

constitutional, statutory, administrative, and judge-made law 

 

(KS)  Chapters 1,2, and 3 

 

 

WEEKS 5, 6 AND 7:  AIR AND WATER 

http://www.garretthardinsociety.org/articles/art_tragedy_of_the_commons.html


 

problems 

policies 

the nitty-gritty of statutory law 

administrative regulations 

 

(KS)  Chapters 5 and 6 

(E)    Chapters 3 through 7 

 

 

WEEKS 8 AND 9:  LAND 

 

solid waste disposal 

the management of public land 

 

(KS)  Chapters 8 and 10 

(D)    Begin reading Domenici in its entirety 

 

 

WEEKS 10 AND 11:  NUCLEAR POWER 

 

(KS)  Chapter 9 

(D)    Finish reading Domenici in its entirety 

 

 

WEEKS 12 AND 13:  LITIGATION 

 

court cases to be assigned 

 

 

WEEK 14:  GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

 

(KS)  Chapter 11 

 

   

 

 

 


